
B u t  s o m e t i m e s  y o u  g o  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e
t a k e  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  l o o k  a t  y o u  a n d  b e  l i k e  i f

y o u  w e a r  t h a t  t h e n  y o u  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  m a n  i s
g o i n g  t o  s e e  y o u . ”
-  J a m a i c a n  W o m a n

“ [ . . . ]  B u t  m e n  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  s t i l l  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  e m o t i o n a l  v i o l e n c e ,  v e r b a l  v i o l e n c e ,  b u t  i t ' s
n o t  r e p o r t e d .  Y o u  g o t  e m o t i o n a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  n e g l e c t ,  l a c k  o f  i n t i m a c y .  Y o u  h e a r  i n  a l l
t h e  w o r d s  i n  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  p l u s  s o m e ,  b u t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d .  A n d  t h e y  a r e n ' t

e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e .  [ . . . ]  S o ,  i f  w e ' r e  g o i n g
t o  l o o k  a t  t h i s  c o i n ,  w e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c o i n  a n d  w h i l e  w o m e n

e m p o w e r m e n t  m a y  b e  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  n e e d  f o r  m a l e  e m p o w e r m e n t .
– G u y a n e s e  M a n
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I ' v e  s e e n  i t  a  l o t  h a p p e n i n g  t o  w o m e n  i n  t h e
w o r k p l a c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  W o r k i n g  o u t
i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  i t  t e n d s  t o  h a p p e n  a  l o t  t o  w o m e n . ”

–  G u y a n e s e  M a n

Gender-based violence in the Caribbean stands out across regions worldwide.

FOCUS GROUP FINDINGS

46%
of women in Grenada, Guyana,
Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad
and Tobago have experienced
at least one form of violence in
their l i fetime.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

In 2019, f ive of the top twenty recorded rape rates
worldwide were in the Caribbean.

THE CASE OF GUYANA THE CASE OF JAMAICA

G B V  C A S E S  O F T E N  G O  U N P U N I S H E D  A N D
U N R E P O R T E D  A L T H O U G H  L E G I S L A T I O N  E X I S T S .

T R A D I T I O N A L  G E N D E R  B I A S E S  “ J U S T I F Y ”
D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  F O R  B O T H  M E N  A N D  W O M E N .

F E A R  O F  S E X U A L  H A R A S S M E N T  A L S O  B E C O M E S  A
D E T E R R I N G  F A C T O R  T O  W O M E N  I N  T H E  L A B O R
F O R C E .

Guyanese women reported having experienced at
least one form of violence, including intimate

partner violence and non-partner sexual abuse.
Source: UN Women

Jamaica has the second highest femicide rate in the world,
and at an epidemic level, according to World Health

Organization threshold.
Source: UNFPA

O n  a v e r a g e ,

Focus Group Findings:

https://caribbeanwomencount.unwomen.org/
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-jamaica-collaborates-government-and-csos-address-gbv-and-family-violence-scale-hfle-0#:~:text=The%20country%20has%20the%20second,100%2C000%20in%20the%20same%20year.


B e c a u s e  m o s t  m e n  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w o m e n  s h o u l d  g o
o u t  a n d  w o r k  t o o  b u t  w h e n  w e  g o  o u t  a n d  w o r k  w e

s t i l l  h a v e  t o  c o m e  h o m e  t o  w a s h ,  c o o k ,  c l e a n  a n d
h e l p  w i t h  h o m e w o r k . ”

–  J a m a i c a n  W o m a n
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 Important strides have been made in the Caribbean, but
women continue to face significant inequalities in the workforce.  

FOCUS GROUP FINDINGS
WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE

M E N  L A R G E L Y  E X P E C T  W O M E N  T O  T A K E  C A R E  O F  M O S T
H O U S E H O L D  C H O R E S ,  W H I L E  T H E  W O M E N  R E S E N T  T H A T

E X P E C T A T I O N ,  W H I C H  I S  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  P R E V A L E N T  A M O N G
T H E I R  P A R E N T S ’  G E N E R A T I O N .

D U R I N G  T H E  C O V I D - 1 9  P A N D E M I C ,  T H E  R A T E  O F
L A B O R  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  O F  B O T H  W O M E N  A N D
M E N  D E C L I N E D  G L O B A L L Y ,  B U T  W O M E N ’ S
R E C O V E R Y  R A T E  H A S  B E E N  S L O W E R .

WOMEN IN THE LABOR FORCE

According to 2022 data, female labor force
participation is of 41.9 percent.

“ I t  m a y  s e e m  t h a t  w o m e n  a r e  h a v i n g  a  b i g g e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  j o b s ,
b e c a u s e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  j o b s  i n  G u y a n a  a r e  s e r v i c e - b a s e d  j o b s .  W h i c h  i n
w o m e n  d o m i n a t e  s e r v i c e - b a s e d  i n d u s t r y .  S o  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e
w o m e n  a r e  g e t t i n g  m o r e  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   

–  G u y a n e s e  m a n

Source: World Economic Forum

GENDER PAY GAP

Source: World Bank.

Focus Group Findings:

E V E N  I N  2 0 2 3 ,  T H E R E  I S  S T I L L  L I T T L E  D A T A  A V A I L A B L E
A B O U T  T H E  G E N D E R  P A Y  G A P  A N D  U N P A I D  H O U S E H O L D
A N D  C A R E  W O R K  I N  T H E  C A R I B B E A N .

In Jamaica, women are estimated to earn
83% of men’s income.

In Barbados, the estimation is that women
earn 88% of men’s income. 

There is no data on Guyana for 2023.

A L T H O U G H  W O M E N  S E E M  T O  B E  E M P L O Y E D ,  T H E I R  L A B O R
M A R K E T  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I S  O F T E N  T I E D  T O  P R E -
C O N C E I V E D  N O T I O N S  O F  “ T R A D I T I O N A L  W O M E N ’ S ”
I N D U S T R I E S .

https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2023/digest
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.TLF.TOTL.FE.ZS?locations=ZJ


“ I f  w e  h a v e  m o r e  f e m a l e s ,  I  t h i n k  o u r  v o i c e s
w i l l  b e  l o u d e r  a n d  t h e r e ' l l  b e  m o r e
p e r s p e c t i v e s .
–  G u y a n e s e  W o m a n

S i n c e  I  w a s  g r o w i n g  u p  s m a l l ,  w e ' v e  s e e n  m a l e  d o m i n a t e
p a r l i a m e n t .  A n d  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e e  m o r e  w o m e n  o u t  t h e r e .  A n d  I  p r e f e r  t o

s e e  w o m e n  i n  m i n i s t r i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f e w  o t h e r s  t h a t  w e  s e e  t h e m  i n … .
I  t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  s e e  m o r e  w o m e n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  t h e n  i n s t i l l s  i n  o u r  y o u n g

l a d i e s  c o m i n g  u p  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g o  a b o u t ,  t h e y  c a n  g o  f o r w a r d  i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  a s  w e l l . ”  
–  G u y a n e s e  W o m a n

S O M E  P A R T I C I P A N T S  B E L I E V E  T H A T  M O R E  F E M A L E
P O L I T I C A L  L E A D E R S  W O U L D  P R O V I D E  A  G R E A T E R
D I V E R S I T Y  O F  P E R S P E C T I V E S ,  H A S T E N  P R O G R E S S  O N
G E N D E R  I S S U E S ,  P R O V I D E  G O O D  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N ,
A N D  G E N E R A L L Y  B E N E F I T  T H E I R  C O U N T R I E S .

FOCUS GROUP FINDINGS
WOMEN IN POLITICS

Focus Group Findings:

S O M E  P A R T I C I P A N T S  A R E  S K E P T I C A L  T H A T  W O M E N  A R E
N E C E S S A R I L Y  B E T T E R  O N  G E N D E R  I S S U E S  T H A N  M E N ,  A N D
S O M E  O F  T H E  M E N  Q U E S T I O N  T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  T R A I T S  O F

W O M E N .

O N L Y  F O U R  C O U N T R I E S  H A V E  B E E N  R U N  B Y  A
W O M A N  I N  T H E  C A R I B B E A N :

WOMEN HEADS OF GOVERNMENT IN
THE CARIBBEAN

The Honorable Mia Mottley has been the
Prime Minister of Barbados since 2018.

Ms. Portia Simpson-Miller was the Prime
Minister of Jamaica from 2006 to 2007 and
again from 2012 to 2016.

Ms. Kamla Persad-Bissessar was the Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago from 2010 to
2015.

Ms. Janet Jagan was President of Guyana
from 1997 to 1999.

In 2023, out of the 193 member states of the United Nations,
only THIRTEEN had a woman had of state or government.

22% of ministerial portfolios and
cabinet positions in the English-
speaking Caribbean are held by
women.

Female participation (% in parliament)
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Source: UN Women

Source: World Bank

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/WomensPoliticalLeadershipUNWomen.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SG.GEN.PARL.ZS?most_recent_year_desc=true

